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Walker, Bernard Watson, Barry Watson, Robert Edwards, Aldabert Jenkins, Tom L.
ames, Greg Dunn, Kurt Johnson, Virgil Rufus, Ameliza Gilles, Sherman Niellis,
Roosevelt Brekensi, Henry Hudson, Ernest Jackson, Chirstophe Ormos, Angel Charles,
Glenn Davis, John C. Thompson, Kenneth Plack, Galermo Pierson, Janet Johnson,
Thelma K. Perkins, Geri Dinkins, Joanna Brown-El, H. Oselu, C. Mobrasil, SHaron
Nellis, D. Raps, Wanda Little, Veronica Diapert, Colette Grant, Margaret Dean,
Shoshani Ali, Edward Ali, E. Deslausies, Angela Clay, G. Smith, Verna Clay, Cheryl
Woods, Arnette Johnson, Hudell Cubry, Clifford McCrane, George Floyd, V. Deian
Roeliaza, Patricia Greene, Byron Davis, Joe Clayton, Gloria Cox, Joe Cates, Joey
Peoples, J. Strong, A. Lupe, Daniel R. Vessi, Carolyn Sepulveda, Marco Sepulveda,
Christine Jones, Diana Bastek, Jackie McMillan, Eli Banks, Frances Cook, John Lee, L.
Grove, Art Trotter, C. Arthur, Carol Asker, Robert Martin, Tony Jones, Richard Carter,
M. Barret, Said Solheal, Ray Hunt, Ernest A. Green, Rexell Wolfe, N. P. Store, K.
Orveas, marie Gary, Gene Byron, K. Manger, G. Geley, Mrs. Martha Weddington, Mr.
Richard Weddington, Kathrine Carey, Gerald Carey, H. L. Banks, Paula Rollins, Evetett
Jackson, Mildred Watts, Ernest Milelr, Thomas Berry, Tara Lilis, Wallace White,
Latanyas Libs, Joann Martin, J. Gauston, D. Earley, George Nasse, Thomas, Delgado,
William Audman, W. Warren, Roy E. Young, Ernest Williams, D. Joness, Tawana
Grubbs, E. Prise, Bertha Drefien, G. Carey, Edward Holian, Mattie Brisco, Lawrence
Brisco, Leala Shelton, Bruce Shelton, Donna Brisco, Louis Billins, Betty Lenoir, Kelly,
Beverly Webster, Richie Sharr, Demetrious Duncan, Richard Green, G. Steinberg, Larry
Robins, Johnny H. Crageen, Margaret Hemphill, Sara Hemphill, Sarah Hudson, Marva
Clark, Renco Norwood, M. E. Brauter, Hattie Wallace, Theopolis Reed, C. Winston, R.
Conlon, Malik Mawalina, G. Hood, Thomas Campbell, Alice Gordon, C. Deutsch, C.
Baron, J. peoples, Dian Hill, August Spearman, Mary Walker, Brenda Wislesi, Melinda
Walker, Hilary Walker, T. Walker, Janet Coleman, Juanita Johnson, Patric Jonikas,
Karen Kokaska, Raphael Villafuente, C. Nearey, George W. Sullivan, Susan Ediheuze,
C. B. Pancez, Amy Brousarto, Wayne Crantz, Dominc Stiffalio, Francess Perez, T.
Mendoza, Phyllis Clark, Raymond Miller, John G. Karvins, Alrbert Ordbenke, Leonard
M. Judican, Samuel Flores, Mustaf Merelaz, Joe Thorpe, Henry Underwood, Jim Davis,
Bob Gannon, Ronald Florenz, G. Burwell, E. Milkowski, M. Gilligan, Patricia Abdalla,
Martin H. Abdalla, C. Nelson, Theodosa Hendon, Guadalupe Resmiz, Manuel Orderniz,
Antnonia Loredo, Julia M. Durant, Edith Mccash, Dorothy Landry, Ilso Lopez, R. Josso,
John Rak, George King, R. Gutierez, Mary Gutierez, Joseph Gutierez, Anthony
Madrigal, leticia Madrigal, Natalie Gonazales, Anastasia Gonzales, Octavia Gonzales,
Pete Mendoza, Joanne Gelack, Beatrice Blake, P. Thomas, O. Goodman, Kathy Murn,
Jesus Feliciano, R. L. Williams, Celstine Michaud, Guadalupe Rodriguez, Edward Willes,
L. Saulberg, M. Masters, Jeffrey King, Willie Huston, Vannessa Barkhead, Linda Altera,
T. Carnes, Mae Mitchell, Luez Borken, Darlene Johnson, Ronnie Howard, K.
Montgomery, G. Georales, A. Carter, Ronald Evans, Harvey Garner, Paul Leonard,H.
Junoczek, Amia Bryna, Edward Bonder, H. Rudilowski, Anne Dawile, J. Grzybek, Ted
Kray, V. Korman, M. Jurszek, Teresa Zepeda, Antonia Zepeda, Gloria Gontreas, Marc
Pokenignor, Javier Zepeda, Orlando Vez, Jenny Boirez, Joseph Duran, E. Garcia,
Frances King, Mark Villareal, Carlos Bagenos, Kenneth Taylor, Karen Husak, . . .

These names are but a sample from the thousands who signed petitions to save the Maxwell Street Market .



4/11/94 A Plea to the Chicago City Council

Mayor Daley has his mind set to eliminate the Maxwell Street Market. The vote in the City Council is set for April
13. The Hispanic and Afro-American grassroots communities are very upset about this. People are already asking
how can the President and the Vice President talk about Empowerment Zones when their ally Mayor Daley is set to
kill one.

The Market works as a de facto enterprise zone and business incubator; it serves the poorest of the poor; and does
not cost the government money.

1. Did you know that building contractor/rehabbers from South Shore (those responsible for the "South Shore
miracle") use the Market to buy materials, find people to be partners, and obtain personal loans there through social
networks?

2. Did you know that the Women’s Self-Employment Project (a Grameen Bank replication) uses the Market to have
its clients try out their business ideas?

3. Did you know that Alex Counts, a senior fellow at the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, comes to Chicago to study
Maxwell Street?

4. Did you know that Maria Nowak and Rory O’Sullivan of the World Bank came to visit Chicago to learn about the
Maxwell Street Market, and possibly to use it as a model for their work in Eastern Europe?

5. Did you know that Kathy Stearns at Accion International is interested possibly in setting up a micro-loan program
for the Market?

6. Did you know that Bob Giloth, Director of Economic Development Programs for the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
is interested in using the Maxwell Street Market as a model for inner city development?

It is easy to defuse the situation in Chicago. All parties to the dispute are willing to compromise but Mayor Daley has
told his allies not to compromise.

You know in your heart-of-hearts that President Clinton and Vice President Gore would love Maxwell Street if they
visited it. It represents everything they stand for: micro-enterprise, community development, racial harmony, great
blues music (the home of Muddy Waters, Sunnyland Slim, Big Bill Broonzy, Kid Dynamite), training for the
“forgotten half* - the non-college bound, helping low income people acquire human and money capital,
environmental recycling, and poverty alleviation.

What minor externality problems the Market has can be easily solved through vendor self-management and better
cooperation from the City. It deserves to exist intact. You can force something to eventually exist on Canal Street but
it won’t be a replication of the Maxwell Street Market no matter how many planners you hire.

Professor Alfonso Morales from the U. of Arizona found that 40% of the households that sell at the Market start

- formal businesses throughout the Chicago area due to their experience selling at the Market. Research has found that
closing the Market will cause a minimum of a 49 million dollar loss on poor and minority residents in Chicago.
Maxwell Street works: it is a generator of self-employment for the poor because it involves real-world experience,
inter-ethnic networking, and opportunities for mentoring. The poor need the Maxwell Street Market.

Try a Market shared-space co-existence with-the-UIC solution
for 18 months. Study it. Get the facts. Put it on probation.
- After 18 months, if you are not satisfied, then move it.



In me you will find treasured gems discarded by former owners as worthless junk, that will
enrich your home. [ always have antiques for sale, things that you have not seen since your
Grandparents was young. In my Market you will find the same merchandise soid in department
stores, but in the Market it will be more affordable.

I will always be a vital part of Chicago, I can only be destroyed by short-sighted and greedy
individuals who would sell anything in the name of progress (Especially if there is a profit to
be made!!!). Even now, false friends of the Market are misleading others with inflated statistics
of crime, and trash on my streets. These false friends manufacture lies in order to justify my
relocation (and certain demise) to an unsuitable place out of their way so they may claim my
land. It was those false friends who withdrew the garbage containers, and stopped garbage
pickup in order to create the very condition they complain about.

Should a city sell its citizens, its birth rights, its heritage, it landmarks and institutions in the
name of progress? Never may that happen! These are things that can never be replaced or
duplicated. There can be no price put on the city’s heritage, our landmarks must be protected
and maintained forever as a historical part of Chicago.

I am Maxwell the Street Market

I am not a Flea Market

I am a Social and Economic Institution

I must survive to nurture future generation of Chicagoans
I must not be relocated

I must be declared a historical landmark

I must not die

I am Chicago!

Charlie Joe Henderson
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National Center for Neighborhood Enterprise

1367 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., ® Washington, D.C. 20036 = (202) 331-1103 = Fux (202) 296-1541

Op-Ed Submitted to the Chicago Tribune
By Robert L. Woodson, Sr., President, National Center for Neighborhood Enterprise

March 31, 1994

The Maxwell Street Market: Precedents and Priorities

The current debate regarding the fate of Chicago’s Maxwell Street open market is but one more
chapter in the continuing struggle of low-income individuals throughout the nation who are
striving to take steps toward self sufficiency. A tragic schizophrenia permeates a policy arena
in which stifling regulations are imposed on businesses (on small businesses and grassroots

entrepreneurial ventures, in particular) at the same time that discussions of welfare reform and

community development focus on the primacy of work.

Chicago’s proposal to impose what would effectively be a 5,000 percent increase in vendors’
fees, from $25 a year to $25 each Sunday has a precedent in Washington, D.C., where, just last
year, city officials attempted to impose a thousand percent increase in street vendor’s annual fees
from $106 to $1500. The ramifications—and intcntions--of such fee hikes are clear. In the mid
1980°s similar legislation was passed in Washington which decimated the ranks of enterprising
street vendors. As bond requirements rose from $100 to $500 and license fees jumped from $15
to $106, 4,000 of the 5,300 active vendors were forced to close up shop.

Vending has historically been a stepping stone to economic independence. Even during the days
of slavery, white landowners allowed their slaves to maintain small gardens of their own, from
which, every Sunday, they would harvest their produce and sell it in town in makeshift markets.
A number of slaves eventually were able to purchase their freedom through this enterprise. In
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“Turning Problems Into Opportunities”



Why I as a Christian Believe That Maxwell Street Must Be Saved

Rev. Dr. George F. Cairns
Peoples Church of Chicago

The city is a holy place. It can be a place of hospitality and grace. It can be a
place where the hungry are fed, the naked clothed, and the people are set free. Maxwell
Street provides a unique place of community and grace-filled hospitality for just such
people of Chicago.

Maxwell Street is a raw and human place. It is a humble place. It is a place
where people, some of whom are the outcasts of our society, gather to serve one
another. It is a place where Christ is found. Remember that Jesus did not dine with the
elite of his society. He hung out with the outcasts. If he physically walked among us
today, he would not be shopping on North Michigan Avenue -- he would more likely be
found on Maxwell Street. He would be too poor to shop elsewhere.

He would find the human scale, the smells and sights, the many languages, the
struggles engaged and kindnesses given on Maxwell Street more like home. We too may
see glimpses of the realm that He promises us in places like Maxwell Street. Here
beneath the rough exteriors of people we see acts of kindness, occasionally even acts of
compassion for the other.

Jesus offers those of us who follow Him a way of becoming more fully human.
This is not a way without pain and errors. It is not a way without pain and mistakes. It
is a way that calls us to love God and our neighbors as ourselves. The city is a pressure
cooker that provides us the opportunity to test this calling. In the words of the prophet
Jeremiah (29:7) "But seek the shalom, the peace and justice of the city, where I have
sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its shalom, its peace and
justice, you will find your peace and justice." My friends, it is in places like Maxwell
Street that we find our shalom. I pray to the Lord on its behalf,

Shalom.



Finally, there is the preposterous allegation that the market is for selling stolen
goods. Proponents of this argument would have you believe that everyone there is a
criminal fence. Such idposition falls on its face simply by a casual Sunday morning stroll
through the Market. Most of the people there -- both buyer and seller -- are too poor to
buy such exgense items as stolen furs and jewelry. However, selling of stolen goods is a
crime and the danger is present in any large market enterprise so loosely organized.
This is an easy problem to address with the police and vendor self-management
organizations working together. This problem has become an irritant only because there
is no market management to have effective lines of communication between vendors and
police. The fault here is with the police. Community policing, something very sexy for
the Chicago police right now, will surely help here.

In sum, you can best keeﬁ) Chicago safe b;,tf) keeping Maxwell Street Market alive
and in place. Not only is it an historic tradition but a modern day institution that serves
a positive good to the poor and ethnic and adventurous of Chicago. Its loss -- in the
name of a sprawling urban university -- would be tragic and shortsighted.
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You won’t throw this book away !

You realize it’s

valuable,

useful,
interesting,

precious,
rare,
a help,

something to hold on to, and
a part of Chicago’s legacy to the world.

Likewise, don’t throw away the real thing.

SAVE THE MAXWELL STREET MARKET
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SAVING THE MAXWELL STRELT MARKET:

EXPLORING THE ARCHITECT'S ROLE IN RESPONSIBLE CONINMUNITY DEVELOPNIENI

CONLENTS S

PROPOSED PROJECT:
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SHHORT-TERN PEAN
LONG-TLRN PEAN
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PAST PROJECTS:
RESEARCIH
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ENVIRONNINI

HISTORY

Front page of a recent grant proposal.




